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July 18, 1918 Born in Transkei, South Africa as Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela, 
Henry Mandela, father Chief of Tembu Tribe.

Education University college of Fort Hare, University of Witwatersrand and 
qualified in law in 1942

1944 : Joined the African National Congress
1948 engaged in resistance against the ruling National Party’s apartheid 

policies
1956-61 Went on trial for treason, acquitted in 1961
1962 Arrested, sentenced to five year’s imprisonment with hard labour, 

brought to stand trial with others for plotting to overthrow the 
government by violence.

June 12, 1964 sentenced to life imprisonment from 1964 to 1982 reputation grew 
steadily in prison, accepted as the most significant black

Years in prison leader, a potent symbol of resistance as the anti-apartheid moment 
gathered strength

Feb. 11, 1990 released from prison
1991 elected President of the ANC
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