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15 October 1931 Born as Avul Pakir Jainulabdeen Abdul Kalam in Rameshwaram 
in Tamil Nadu

Early Education Schwartz High School in Ramanathapuram
Graduation St. Joseph’s College in Truchi
Higher Education D.M.I.T. in Aeronautical Engineering at M.I.T., Chennai

First Job Hindustan Aeronautics Limited at Bangalore as a trainee
• Served as a Senior Scientific Assistant heading a small team that 
developed a prototype hovercraft.
• As Director of D.R.D.O., Responsible for successful launch of many 
missiles like Trishul in 1985, Prithvi in 1988 and Agni in 1989, which 
earned him the  title 'Missile man of India'

Awards Padma Bhushan in 1981, Padma Vibhushan in 1990, Bharat Ratna in 
1997

November 25, 
1999

Appointed as the principal Scientific Advisor to the Government of 
India

July 25, 2002 Elected as the 11th President of India for a term of five years
April 29, 2009 The first Asian to be bestowed the Hoover Medal, America's top 

engineering prize, for his outstanding contribution to public service
13 September 
2009 ;

Recipient of the International von Karman Wings Award

Kalam's writings Wings of Fire, Ignited Minds, Indomitable spirit are few of the many 
books written
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